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In the early morning hours of June 6, 1944, a small detachment of British airborne troops stormed

the German defense forces and paved the way for the Allied invasion of Europe. Pegasus Bridge

was the first engagement of D-Day, the turning point of World War II.This gripping account of it by

acclaimed author Stephen Ambrose brings to life a daring mission so crucial that, had it been

unsuccessful, the entire Normandy invasion might have failed. Ambrose traces each step of the

preparations over many months to the minute-by-minute excitement of the hand-to-hand

confrontations on the bridge. This is a story of heroism and cowardice, kindness and brutalityâ€”the

stuff of all great adventures.
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Having been stationed in Germany for three years I was fortunate enough to travel to many of the

WWII battlegrounds that exist in Europe and the beaches that made up Operation Overlord is one

trip that I will never forget. Before making the trip I read "Citizen Soldier," "D-Day" and "Pegasus

Bridge" all written by Stephen Ambrose. I carried "D-Day" and "Pegasus Bridge" with me during my

trip to use as a reference as I visited 4 of the 5 beaches involved in the D-Day invasion. "Pegasus

Bridge" is the story of the men from D company from the Ox and Bucks Light Infantry Regiment of

the British 6th Airborne Division. Ambrose does a masterful job of relating the story of these men

and tying to results of the battle to the overall operation of D-Day. Ambrose gives the background on

the training of the men, personal insights of many of the men, and the man who held them all

together Major John Howard. As good as Ambrose tells the story of D company nothing compares



to actually standing on that bridge and the feeling that you get thinking that right here is where the

D-Day invasion began! Ambrose has included some great photos and drawing of the gliders landing

site. When you visit the bridge itself you will find markers indicating the locations of the first three

gliders and it is only then you will realize what a magnificent job of piloting Staff Sergeant Jim

Wallwork did in landing the nose of his glider "to break through the barbed wire" as requested by

Major Howard. Some the machine gun nest are still there beside the bridge and gives you an idea of

what the men faced. The original bridge, replaced with a modern bridge, but thankfully was saved

and is located nearby as part of a museum.
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